AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Forest Service, USDA

public. At a minimum, all public noti-
fications required by this part must be
posted online, and:

(1) When the Chief, the Under Sec-
retary, or the Secretary is the respon-
sible official, notice must be published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(2) For a new plan or plan revision,
when an official other than the Chief,
the Under Secretary, or the Secretary
is the responsible official, notice must
be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER
and the applicable newspaper(s) of
record.

(3) When the notice is for the purpose
of inviting comments on a proposed
plan, plan amendment, or plan revision
for which a draft EIS is prepared, the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) FEDERAL REGISTER notice of
availability of a draft EIS shall serve
as the required FEDERAL REGISTER no-
tice.

(4) For a plan amendment when an
official other than the Chief, the Under
Secretary, or the Secretary is the re-
sponsible official, and for which a draft
EIS is not prepared, notices must be
published in the newspaper(s) of record.

(5) If a plan, plan amendment, or plan
revision applies to two or more units,
notices must be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER and the newspaper(s) of
record for the applicable units.

(6) Additional public notice of admin-
istrative changes, changes to the moni-
toring program, opportunities to pro-
vide information for assessments, as-
sessment reports, monitoring evalua-
tion reports, or other notices not listed
in paragraph (a) of this section may be
made in any way the responsible offi-
cial deems appropriate.

(d) Content of public notices. Public
notices required by this section except
for notices applicable to paragraph
(c)(3) of this section, must clearly de-
scribe the action subject to notice and
the nature and scope of the decisions to
be made; identify the responsible offi-
cial; describe when, where, and how the
responsible official will provide oppor-
tunities for the public to participate in
the planning process; and explain how
to obtain additional information.
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(a) Effective dates. (1) A plan or plan
revision is effective 30 days after publi-
cation of notice of its approval.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph
(a)(3) of this section, a plan amend-
ment for which an environmental im-
pact statement (EIS) has been prepared
is effective 30 days after publication of
notice of its approval; a plan amend-
ment for which an EIS has not been
prepared is effective immediately.

(3) A plan amendment that applies to
only one specific project or activity is
effective on the date the project may
be implemented in accordance with ad-
ministrative review regulations at 36
CFR parts 215 and 218.

(b) Plan amendment and plan revision
transition. For the purposes of this sec-
tion, initiation means that the Agency
has issued a notice of intent or other
notice announcing the beginning of the
process to develop a proposed plan,
plan amendment, or plan revision.

(1) Initiating plan development and
plan revisions. Plan development and
plan revisions initiated after May 9,
2012 must conform to the requirements
of this part.

(2) Initiating plan amendments. All
plan amendments initiated after May 9,
2012 are subject to the objection proc-
ess in subpart B of this part. With re-
spect to plans approved or revised
under a prior planning regulation, in-
cluding the transition provisions of the
reinstated 2000 rule (36 CFR part 209,
published at 36 CFR parts 200 to 209, re-
vised as of July 1, 2010), plan amend-
ments may be initiated under the pro-
visions of the prior planning regulation
for 3 years after May 9, 2012, and may
be completed and approved under those
provisions (except for the optional ap-
peal procedures of the prior planning
regulation); or may be initiated, com-
pleted, and approved under the require-
ments of this part. After the 3-year
transition period, all plan amendments
must be initiated, completed, and ap-
proved under the requirements of this
part.

(3) Plan development, plan amend-
ments, or plan revisions initiated before
this part. For plan development, plan
amendments, or plan revisions that
were initiated before May 9, 2012, the
responsible official may complete and
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approve the plan, plan amendment, or
plan revision in conformance with the
provisions of the prior planning regula-
tion, including its transition provisions
(36 CFR part 209, published at 36 CFR
parts 200 to 209, revised as of July 1,
2010), or may conform the plan, plan
amendment, or plan revision to the re-
quirements of this part. If the respon-
sible official chooses to complete an
ongoing planning process under the
provisions of the prior planning regula-
tion, but chooses to allow for an objec-
tion rather than an administrative ap-
peal, the objection process in subpart B
of this part shall apply. When the re-
sponsible official chooses to conform
an ongoing planning process to this
part, public notice must be made
(§219.16(a)(5)). An objection process
may be chosen only if the public is pro-
vided the opportunity to comment on a
proposed plan, plan amendment, or
plan revision, and associated environ-
mental analysis.

(c) Plans developed, amended, or re-
vised under a prior planning regulation.
This part supersedes any prior plan-
ning regulation. No obligations remain
from any prior planning regulation, ex-
cept those that are specifically in-
cluded in a unit’s existing plan. Exist-
ing plans will remain in effect until re-
vised. This part does not compel a
change to any existing plan, except as
required in §219.12(c)(1). None of the re-
quirements of this part apply to
projects or activities on units with
plans developed or revised under a
prior planning rule until the plan is re-
vised under this part, except that
projects or activities on such units
must comply with the consistency re-
quirement of §219.15 with respect to
any amendments that are developed
and approved pursuant to this part.

§219.18 Severability.

In the event that any specific provi-
sion of this part is deemed by a court
to be invalid, the remaining provisions
shall remain in effect.

§219.19 Definitions.

Definitions of the special terms used
in this subpart are set out as follows.

Alaska Native Corporation. One of the
regional, urban, and village native cor-
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porations formed under the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act of 1971.

Assessment. For the purposes of this
subpart, an assessment is the identi-
fication and evaluation of existing in-
formation to support land management
planning. Assessments are not deci-
sionmaking documents, but provide
current information on select topics
relevant to the plan area, in the con-
text of the broader landscape.

Best management practices for water
quality (BMPs). Methods, measures, or
practices selected by an agency to
meet its nonpoint source control needs.
BMPs include but are not limited to
structural and nonstructural controls
and operation and maintenance proce-
dures. BMPs can be applied before, dur-
ing, and after pollution-producing ac-
tivities to reduce or eliminate the in-
troduction of pollutants into receiving
waters.

Candidate species. (1) For U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service candidate species,
a species for which the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service possesses sufficient in-
formation on vulnerability and threats
to support a proposal to list as endan-
gered or threatened, but for which no
proposed rule has yet been published by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

(2) For National Marine Fisheries
Service candidate species, a species
that is:

(1) The subject of a petition to list
and for which the National Marine
Fisheries Service has determined that
listing may be warranted, pursuant to
section 4(b)(3)(A) of the Endangered
Species Act (16 U.S.C. 15633(b)(3)(A)), or

(i1) Not the subject of a petition but
for which the National Marine Fish-
eries Service has announced in the
FEDERAL REGISTER the initiation of a
status review.

Collaboration or collaborative process.
A structured manner in which a collec-
tion of people with diverse interests
share knowledge, ideas, and resources
while working together in an inclusive
and cooperative manner toward a com-
mon purpose. Collaboration, in the con-
text of this part, falls within the full
spectrum of public engagement de-
scribed in the Council on Environ-
mental Quality’s publication of Octo-
ber, 2007: Collaboration in NEPA—A
Handbook for NEPA Practitioners.
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